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nests of machine guns which, as we had found to
our sorrow at Loos, might hang up the most resolute
troops. The things had been kept a profound secret,
and until the very eve of the advance few in the
British array had even heard of them. The Germans
m arming their parapets saw through the thin mist
inhuman shapes crawling towards them, things like
gigantic slugs, spitting fire from their mottled sides.
And ere they could collect their dazed wits the
British bayonets were upon them.

On the left and centre the attack was instantly
successful. The Canadians, after beating off the
German counter-attack, carried Courcelette in the
afternoon. Farther south there was fierce fighting
in the old cockpit of High Wood, but at last the
place was swept clear. Flers was taken with little
trouble by the Xew Zealanders. They were pre-
ceded by a tank which waddled complacently up
the main street of the village, with the enemy's
bullets rattling harmlessly off its sides, followed by
cheering and laughing British troops. Farther south
we advanced our front for nearly a mile and a half.
Only on the right wing in the area of Ginchy was
our success incomplete. There, and in High Wood,
we incurred most of the casualties of the day. The
check was the more regrettable since complete suc-
cess in this area was tactically more important than
elsewhere. But after all deductions were made the
day's results were in a high degree satisfactory.
We had broken in one day through three of the
enemy's main defensive systems, and on a front
of over six miles had advanced to an average depth
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